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A Week That Changed My Life

OPENING

To view more pictures of your week at the American Legion Boys
State of Kansas Leadership Academy, go to www.ksbstate.org.
Click on the “2012” button and follow the guides. You can also
download an application and help send someone to the upcoming
session of Boys State. Call us toll-free at (866) 241-9920 or e-mail
us at info.1937@ksbstate.org to request additional information.
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Friends of Boys State,

On June 3, 2012, 470 delegates and 110 staff members
from across Kansas converged on the campus of Kansas
State University to participate in the 75th session of

the American Legion Boys State of Kansas Leadership
Academy. In one week, these delegates conducted
elections, formed a mock government, and worked
together to address issues confronting their citizens.

They honed their leadership, teamwork, and problem-
solving skills. They learned about government by
participating in government. They had fun and made new
friends. In one week, they became better people - they
changed.

And then they left.

They returned to their home towns, their families, and their jobs. But the story
doesn’t end there. Long after the flag has been lowered and the parking lot has
emptied, the friendships that were formed and the skills that were gained at
Boys State will remain.

This is the legacy that is Boys State. Thank you for being a part of it. Thank you
for supporting this worthwhile program either as a delegate, a staff member,

a sponsor, a legionnaire, or in another capacity. May this yearbook serve as a
reminder of your contribution to the 2012 session of Boys State and a testament
to the life-changing effects of one week at Kansas Boys State.

Sincerely,

Scott Bley, Executive Director
The American Legion Boys State of Kansas Leadership Academy



Histor

“To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and
nation.” That is the purpose of the American Legion Boys State program.
It was organized by the Department of lllinois in 1935. The Department of
Kansas, holding Charter No. 5, was among the first to institute this week-
long government-in-action program.

The American Legion Boys State of Kansas was headquartered in Wichita
for 26 years before moving to the University of Kansas in 1963. It stayed
there until 1992 when the program moved to its present location on the
campus of Kansas State University.

The Boys State program is available to any high school senior-to-be who
meets academic criteria and demonstrates leadership potential. Civic and
church groups as well as American Legion Posts sponsor delegates to
this fine learning-by-doing, youth-in-government program.

Almost 50,000 young men from across Kansas have participated in Boys
State and performed nearly every function of city, county, and state
government. Former delegates, members of the American Legion, and
Sons of the American Legion return each year to serve as counselors
and advisors. Many of them work year-round on ways to improve the
curriculum and structure of the program.

At the conclusion of each session, two Staters are chosen by their peers
to represent Kansas at the American Legion Boys Nation in Washington,
D.C. These two individuals participate in a learning-by-doing program that
focuses on our government at the national level.
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Staters attending the 2012 session of Boys State
arrived early in the afternoon. After being greeted by
advisor Rex Gardner, they moved through check-in
before going to their Counties where they became
acquainted with their counselors and fellow Staters.
Then they marched to Opening Ceremonies in
McCain Auditorium, at which they were given a
rundown of what the week would entail by Director
of Development Thane Chastain.

. ] 7
QUIK CATS

1. Kansas Senator Anthony Hensley (a former Kan- : i =
sas Boys Stater) presents his keynote address to 3. Boys State delegates climb the stairs of the

the delegates at Opening Ceremonies. Kramer Dining Center to begin the check-in pro-
cess.

2. Advisor Rex Gardner talks to a group of Boys

State delegates and their parents before they go 4. Marshall County practices marching in the

through the check-in process. Goodnow Parking Lot.

5. Staters take part in the first-ever text poll at
Kansas Boys State.
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1. Matthew Mizak,
of Patton County,
speaks during the
Whistle Stop Tour.

2. Drew Broeckel-
man, of King County,

works on a campaign
sign during the Politi-

cal Fair.

3. Yegor Rowan, of
Bradley County, car-
ries his tray toward
the cafeteria seating.

4. Staters work on
a project in their
county.

5. Icenogle City
Counselor Jeffrey
Durbin holds up in-
structions for a text
poll at Retreat and
Assembly.

6. City Officials are
sworn into office by
Governor Connor
England.

7. From left, Dillon
Fuchsman, of King
County; Cole Feld-
man, of Eisenhower
County; and Brandon
Schrader of Pershing
County; play music
and speak at the
open mic during the
Political Fair.




hosted a Po-

litical Fair and listened to fellow candi-

election results were announced at the
evening assembly before for the party

dates at the Whistle Stop Tour. Primary
conventions took place.

State really started Monday morning.

Delegates campaigned
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Party Conventions
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1. Nationalist Lt. Governor
Candidate Tymon Wall, of
Marshall County discusses
his plans during the Party
Convention.

2. Commissioner of
Insurance Candidate David
Krall, of Patton County,
addresses the party.

3. Governor Candidate

Jesse Porter, of Pershing
County, speaks to the
delegates of the Nationalist

Party.



Federalists

|
| 1. Federalist Governor Candidate Cole Feldman,
| of Eisenhower County, speaks to the delegates
| at the Federalist Party Convention.

2. Joel Neises, of MacArthur County, and Mala-
chi Cousin, of Seitz County, work on the sound
system for convention.

3. Samuel File, of Powell County, shows off his

dance moves.

4. Federalist Party members listen to the candi-
dates speak.




Tuesday

It was truly Super Tuesday at Boys State. The
general election took place after the state office
candidates participated in a debate at McCain
Auditorium. The results of the general election
were announced during the evening retreat.
Following the retreat, delegates attended Town
Hall Meetings where three speakers from different
government offices made presentations.
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1. Judge Joe Pierron speaks to a
group of Staters during one ses-
sion of the Town Hall Meetings

2. Jill Druskis, American Legion
Director of Americanism, Children
and Youth, addresses the Boys
State delegates at McCain Audito-

rium.

3. Isaac Barnhart, of Marshall
County, plays the trumpet during
evening retreat.

4. The 2012 Boys State leadership
poses for a picture after being
installed into office.

5. Ricardo Patino, of MacArthur

County, speaks during the debate
held in McCain Auditorium.

6. Members of the Manhattan
American Legion Pearce-Keller
Post 17 demonstrate how to prop-
erly dispose of a used American

flag.
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-TWednesda

2012 Boys State Governor Jesse Porter kicked
off the day with his State of the State Address,
in which he proposed his budget. Staters also
took part in recreation time and legislative work.
The day ended with the ever-popular Boys State
Talent Show. Right before the show began, the
Staters were treated to a speech from Kansas
Governor Sam Brownback.

B /HE AMERICAN
YS STATE OF _,
GOVERNM|

1. Kansas Governor Sam

4 Brownback speaks to the

Boys State delegates in
McCain Auditorium.

2. Rylan Laudan, of Seitz
County, shows his crazy side
during City Pictures.

3. Jess Lewis, of Seitz
County, drives the softball
into center field during recre-
ation time.

4, Governor Jesse Porter
presents his budget.

_ 5. Two Staters battle against
each other during a volleyball

match.

6. Counselor CJ Harries
works with Department of
Commerce and Transporia-
tion members Shailendra
Selvaraj, of Kennedy County,
and Emmett Wick, of MacAr-
thur County.

7. Bradley County marches
in the “pass and review”
ceremony.

8. Andrew Schwartz, of Seitz
County, practices driving
while working with the High-
way Patrol. 13



Thursday

The day was filled with delegates working together to
solve many different types of government problems.
District courts heard trials and the House and Senate
were discussing various pieces of legislation. The
College Fair gave delegates an opportunity to take

a break and visit with recruiters. After flag lowering,
Staters went to McCain Auditorium to listen to the Boys
State Choir and Band perform. Both music groups had
the privilege to work with instructors from the Kansas
State University music program. The Staters also
elected Senators who would represent them at Boys
Nation in Washington D.C.




1. Dustin Galyon of Hesston College
delivers an energetic and uplifting
speech to the delegates in McCain
Auditorium.

2. Jacob Wright, of Kennedy County,
reviews material from K-State during
the College Fair.

3. Staters take part in the Southwest-
ern College Leadership Course and
earn college credit.

4, Joshua Schwab, of Powell County,
tells the delegates why he should be
a Boys Nation Senator.

5. The House of Representatives
leaders discuss a bill.

6. Staters perform as part of the Boys
State Band.

7. Members of the Boys State Choir
belt out a song.

8. Boys Nation candidate Robert
Egan, of Seitz County, listens to
Director of Development Thane Chas-
tain’s question about Boys Nation.

9. Powell County sounds off during
evening assembly. 18







The final full day of State featured the creation of
a lip dub to Carly Rae Jepsen’s “Call Me Maybe.”

| Then as the Staters finished up their last projects,
i they prepared for the Closing Ceremonies

before going to the Kansas State Union for an

| opportunity to hang out with other Staters they

"2 had met during the week. They also enjoyed a

meal with their families and learned who would be
representing them as the Boys Nation delegates.

1. Mr. and Mrs.

&% John Lindholm

celebrate their
65th wedding
anniversary while
at Boys State.

1 2. Executive

Director Scott
Bley films Staters
during the lip
dub for “Call Me
Maybe” by Carly
Rae Jepsen.

3. Three Staters

play shuffle board
at the K-State
Student Union.

4. Two Staters use
their shoes as cell
phones during the
taping of the lip
dub for “Call Me
Maybe” by Carly
Rae Jepsen.

5. Staters and
their parents eat
during the barbe-
cue before closing

ceremonies.

6. The Senate dis-
cusses a bill.

7. County Coun-
selors and Coor-
dinators huddle
for the final time.
8. During Clos-
ing Ceremonies,
the legionnaires
held their hands
high as the crowd
cheered for them,

17
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Talent Show

Music, comedy, and dramatic performances were all part of
this year’s talent show. After working hard during the first
part of the week, delegates let loose a little bit and performed
for fellow Boys Staters. There was a variety of different acts,
ranging from piano solos to other musical instrument players
to acting, dancing and even streamers! The night began

with an impressive rifle demonstration and ended with the
traditional “American Pie.”

1. JuWan Wallace break
dances.

2. K.C. Bennett raps an origi-
nal song while playing guitar.
3. Christian Stromgren
dances with streamers.

4. John Handley performs
the comedic skit “A Man and
His Watermelon.”

5. Alex Nichols gives a rifle
demonstration.

6. Advisor Mike Zimmers

performs “American Pie”
while the other Talent Show
participants join him on
stage at the end of the show.
7. Hawes Kaysen plays “Sun
On Your Back” on the piano.
8. A group of Staters perform
a dance while lip syncing to
“l Want It That Way” by the
Backstreet Boys.

9. Justin Garrison plays “Seal
Lullaby” on the piano.







Events & Coordinators
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Front Row: Kyle Gardner, Connor O’Leary, Tyler Thiel, Alex Kuhn, Kyle Maddox, Derek Symes, Riley Hall, Darren MacDowell,
John Shively, Xander Fortunado Second Row: Andrew Wehner, Robbie Bondi, Mike Denney, Cody Keener, Grant DeFonso,
Jonathan Volker, Zach Chappell, Matt Brandt, lain Blair, CJ Harries, Aden Lindholm Third Row: Todd Vogts, Jacob Brown,
Wesley Good, Garrett Moylan, Thaddeus Tuck, Mitchell Shelton, Joel Simwinga Back Row: Nick Fief, Alex Neises, Gavin

Smith, Noah Easterling, Connor England, Dustin Hermesch, Adam Doyle IT Coordinator

Coordinators
Front Row: Matthew Root,
Rick Wolfarth, Executive
Director Scott Bley, Andrew
Roozeboom, Colton Poort
Back Row: Josh Cleek
and Adam Doyle
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dvisors & Boys Nation
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Front Row: Bob Jenkins, Don Whitten, Americanism and Children & Youth Division Director Jill Druskis, Kansas Department
Commander Paul Sanford, Department Vice Commander Gaylord Sanneman, Ralph Snyder, Ron O’Leary, Chuck Shoemaker
Second Row: Mario Rios, Chuck Werring, Zac Ewert, Allen Klassen, Jared Meitler, Spencer Sward, Kansas Department Adjutant
Chuck Yunker, Thane Chastain, George Rothwell, Mike Paynter Third Row: Don Thomson, Jay Shelton, Gordon Cunningham,
Terry Watkins, Jeff Schrag, Justin Herron, Jeremy Harland, Scott Bley Back Row: Tom Wierman, Kevin Mechtley, John Lind-
holm, Rex Gardner, Aaron Wiseman, Scott Johnson, Troy Fowler, Tyler Suelter, Jake Ellis, Larry Andrews

Not Pictured: John Mulhern, Mike Zimmers, John Moeder, Chris Werring, Bennett Radford, Steven Peterson, Pat Retz

BOYS NATION

Alternate Kharon Brown,
Delegates Cain Mathis and
Robert Egan,

Alternate Cody Christensen
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Nick Fief, Matt Brandt Adam Ronnebaum Shane Wilson,
Tanner Mangum, Riley Hall

Front Row: Jacob Dreiling, Judson Cole, Davis Simmons, Erwin Chege, Jordan Garcia, Brandon Haggerty, Lake Ferguson,
Calvin Cochran Middle Row: County Counselor Shane Wilson, Counselor Nicholas Fief, Tevin Grace, Todd Nobles,
Zachary Owens, Bryan Courtney, Henry Moore, Julio Gallegos, Sanjay Parashar, County Advisor Ron O’Leary

Back Row: City Counselor Adam Ronnebaum, Jarrett Hobby, Keiser Witte, George Davis, Tyler O’Briant, Reid Williams,
Thomas McKean, Evan Bentley, Counselor Matthew Brandt, Counselor Riley Hall Not Pictured: T.J. Kroh

Bramlage
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Front Row: Conner Murphy, Kyle Wilson, Brock Swartz Zach Flscher Danlel Myers Sammy Brooks Audie Monroe Sam
Schmidt Middle Row: Counselor Nicholas Fief, County Counselor Shane Wilson, Caleb Cott, Trevor Kress, Jordan Settles,
Blake Brown, Cole Fox, Rowe Byers, Joshua Gage, County Advisor Ron O’Leary

Back Row: City Counselor Tanner Mangum, Matthew Brettmann, Alex Ragland, Yegor Rowan, Tyler Metcalf, T. J. Blake,
Chris Gillespie, Wyle Yeager, Counselor Matthew Brandt, Counselor Riley Hall
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reston Mossman, Chris Wierman, Dean Symes, Gavin
Smith
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Front Row: Brevin Irvin, Bienvenido Cortes, Alonso Talamantes, Dustin Hayes, Dain Glenn, Oliver Kindel, Chon Chavez,
Blaine Joonas Middle Row: County Counselor Dean Symes, Cole Feldman, Mark LaFollette, Chase Kirby, Ryan Fajardo,
Mason Hartwig, Caleb Wehling, Justin Prothe, Colton Rein, Counselor CJ Harries, County Advisor Chuck Shoemaker
Back Row: Counselor Grant DeFonso, Counselor Gavin Smith, Randy Friesen, Andrew Kump, Gabriel Bergmann, Jackson
Wingert, Kai McClure, Wiley Lundy, Gray Harker, Director of Development Thane Chastain, City Counselor Chris Wierman
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Front Row: Jesse Medina, Logan Gideon, Joshua Gathright, Isaac Thibault, Damion Cooper, Nathan Jenkins, Matthew
Foster, Zev Allen Middle Row: Counselor Grant DeFonso, County Counselor Dean Symes, Brody Ackley, Quade Woofter,
Alexander Nichols, Keith Shrimpton, Dalton Stene, Jackson Wolf, Benjamin Schatzel, Elpidio Cortez, Jr., City Counselor
Preston Mossman, County Advisor Chuck Shoemaker Back Row: Counselor Gavin Smith, Gary Hadachek, Marc Scott,
Michael Wysong, Dakota Bartell, Christopher Gulick, Brennan Mense, Cale Benne, Brian M. Holder, Counselor CJ Harries

23
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John Shively, Brett Zrnes, Xander Fortunado, Marcus
McNeal, Bryce Ruble
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Front Row: Caleb Coulter, Diego Esparza, Charles Garwood, Shaun Knipp, C. J. Russell, Devin McCue, Kaysen Hawes,
Shailendra Selvaraj Middle Row: Counselor Xander Fortunado, Sean McAlister, Shane Garrison, Alex Moreno, Logan
McGinley, Duaine Otott, Morgan Thevarajoo, Alec Linot, Jacob E. Wright, Emerson Campbell, Counselor John Shively

Back Row: City Counselor Bryce Ruble, Neil Robles, Joel Blankenship, John Gaumnitz, Kyle Johnson, Joseph Cokingtin,
Michael Baillergeon, James Kor, Dominique Hoover, County Counselor Marcus McNeall

Haney

Front Row: John Morris, Jacob Wildman, Lucas Sinclair, Hudson Peters, Jason Tidd, Kyle Wyant, Joshua M. C. Miguel,
Tayton Pennington Middle Row: Counselor Xander Fortunado, Ethan Banman, Cain Mathis, Jeffrey Roane, Brandon
Englund, Taten Stamm, Tanner Trimble, Evan Burdiek, Counselor John Shively Back Row: City Counselor Brett Zornes,
Sam Sheaks, Mark Klaassen, Russell Gray IV, Jayson Carswell, Tyler Cochran, County Counselor Marcus McNeal
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Front Row: Dillon Fuchsman, Chase Pumford, Kyle Breneman, Derek Meiet, Peter Wendland, Alex Durano Brady Holler,
Will Kraft Middle Row: Counselor Andrew Wehner, County Counselor Michael Reichenberger, Lincoln Blizzard, Drew
Broeckelman, Alex Hamilton, Sheldon White, Andrew LeValley, Luke Craghead, Michael Long, Chad Gobber,

City Counselor Lucas Smith Back Row: Counselor Darren MacDowell, Benjamin Koeller, Micah Daniels, Steven Yackley,
Michael Stukel, Anthony Broeder, Trevor Lowe, Von Huber, Adam van Bergeijk, Hunter Trefz, County Advisor Terry Watkins,
Counselor Joel Simwinga

Front Row: Bnan Oehm, Joshua Benard Luke Haney, Drew Smith, Taylor Carlson, John Handley, Alexander Dang,
Mathew Leggett Middle Row: County Counselor Michael Reichenberger, Counselor Andrew Wehner, Alex Surdez, BumdJin
Jung, Phillip Foster, Brian McCarthy, Sawyer Bauman, Matthew Musser, Cody Richter, Nicholas Zafuta, City Counselor
Evan Habluetzel Back Row: Counselor Darren MacDowell, Nicholas Allen, Gregory Flores, Tanner Vick, JaWuan Wallace,
Karsten Creech, Michael Begley, Harrison Baker, Kharon Brown, County Advisor Terry Watkins, Counselor Joel Simwinga
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Front Row: Joel Neises, Conner Kane, Caleb Rudy, Lee Flanary, Chandler Betts, Tanner Boggs, Aaron Clapham,
County Advisor Bob Jenkins Middle Row: County Counselor Alex Jones, Abraham Fangman, Stephen S. Foster, Kenneth
Beck, John Shankman, Jacob Stukel, Nathaniel Peat, Skylar Brown, Emmett Wick, City Counselor Jeffery Durbin,
Counselor Kyle Gardner Back Row: Counselor Kyle Maddox, Counselor Connor England, Tyler Brown, Brandon Ledford,
Seth Penney, Affan Ahmad, TJ Barclay, Brendan Kennedy, Andrew McCoskey, Mentor Chris Werring Grant Waters

Not Pictured: Alex Kirnie
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Front Row: Peter Gardner, Hunter Tuggle, Eric Regnier, Brian Cooper, Nick Stec, Matthew Helm, Taiton Stewart,
County Advisor Bob Jenkins Middle Row: City Counselor Nathan Short, County Counselor Alex Jones, Caleb Wilson,
Joseph Anguiano, Luke Lesslie, Ricardo Patino, Hunter Goddard, Kyle Martin, Sam Tulp, Counselor Kyle Maddox
Back Row: Counselor Kyle Gardner, Noah Trapp, Joseph Belcher Jr., Alejandro Winkle, Andrew Carlsen, Dylan Gabriel,
Skyler Johnson, Austin Canady, Mentor Chris Werring, Gounselor Connor England
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Front Row: Aaron Brown, Patrick Kennedy, Tymon Wall, Ben Rucker, Casey Sader, Cameron Reynolds, Todd Savolt, Jesus
Quintanilla Middle Row: Counselor Connor O’Leary, Scott Thompson, Hunter Wiles, Christian Stromgren, Brady Kenton,

J. T. Hager, lan Garnett, Caleb Moore, Neeraj Koduri, Counselor lain Blair Back Row: Counselor Zach Chappell, City Coun-
selor Jon Podschun, Derek Gibson, County Counselor Tyler Sharp, Jacob Kohman, Samuel Aguirre, Spencer Fugitt, Wyatt
Beckman, Adam Fales, Andrew Schulz, Counselor Cody Keener, County Advisor Don Thomson

Front Row: Andrew Shermoen, Casey Kraus, Cole Clay, Blake Anderson, Jack Bever, Kevin McCarthy, Morgan Faulkner,
Dustin Reed Middle Row: Counselor Connor O’Leary, Hayden Chavvin, Braden Robinson, Brady Kiracofe, Tristan Alfie,
Chase Howard, Patrick Sutherland, Ethan Crapser, Joseph Jumonville, Counselor lain Blair

Back Row: Counselor Zach Chappell, Hunter DeWald, County Counselor Tyler Sharp, Michael Brollier, Andrew Sheely,
Isaac Barnhart, Tyler Hess, Ryan Blake, Alex Neuschafer, City Counselor Lewen Ninemire, Joseph Levinson, Counselor
Cody Keener, Kenneth Sculley, County Advisor Don Thomson
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Tyler Thiel, J
Alex Kuhn

Front Row: Bailey Joonas, Kole Stiner, Peter Timpe, Jacob Cushing, Gram Darnell, Tanner Craig, Daniel Girgis, Matthew
Mizak Middle Row: County Counselor Matt Wedel, Nick Ramsey, Dylan York, David Krall, Nigel Murphy, Tyler Wright,
Harrison Smith, Derek Pearson, Micah Dehning, City Counselor Justus Schremmer

Back Row: Luke Nespor, Nathan Smart, Andrew Breault, Caleb Wiens, Derek Ricketts, Trevor Richardson, Evan Domme,
Kenneth Bergman, County Advisor Gordon Cunningham

Newman

Front Row: Austin Ebert, Steven Seltman, James Cook, Kyle Miller, JoAngel Cortez, Ben Davidson, Evan Stewart, Cooper
Self Middle Row: County Counselor Matt Wedel, Chandler Bryan, William Englander, Jordan Strickler, Roland Vaca, Jack
Martin, William Kessler, Drew Lamprecht, Ethan Kaufman, City Counselor J'Qui Audena

Back Row: Michael Rielly, Jonathan Gooden, Seth Gotchey, Callum McNichols, Chad Pauly, Lucas Nutsch, Devin Griffee,
Chase Focht, County Advisor Gordon Cunningham
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Bondi

Front Row: Brandon Schrader Marqurx Adamson, Christopher Shinn, Evan Wheeler, Geordy Williams, Trae Gillespie,

Jack Herbic, Joseph Mize Middle Row: Counselor Robbie Bondi, Wesley Barbee, Ronald Hutchins, A. J. Holland, Joshua
Pounds, Alex Lutz, Josh Yonkin, Connor Powell, County Advisor John Lindholm Back Row: City Counselor Alex Marron,
County Counselor Zack Rebarcheck, Michael Sisson, Clay Cosan, John McCune, Daniel Cline, Alex Holmes, Kevin McNay,
Jacob Durret, Cody Christensen, Mentor Aaron Wiseman
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Front Row: Tanner Urban, Nic .Johnson Joshua Hlnkle Brad Galamba, Luke chkhghter Elljah Turner Andrew Daugherty,
Thomas Truluck Middle Row: City Counselor Luke Johnson, Counselor Robbie Bondi, Colin Clark, Nicholas Saleh, Jesse
Porter, Jake Teats, Will Johnson, Jordan L. Boyce, Tyler Skomal, County Advisor John Lindholm

Back Row: County Counselor Zack Rebarcheck, Sam Haines, Brandon Mechels, Caleb Swann, Benjamin Carter, Matthew
Rogers, Brett Allen, Lucas Lowry, Mentor Aaron Wiseman
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Front Row: Darryk Ledgerwood, Frank Depenbusch, Logan Caywood, Jonathan Go, Jordan Barton, Bryce Divis, Bret
Gum, Cody McCarty Middle Row: Christian Sweeney, John Rillos, August Burg, Charles Lin, Joshua Schwab, Nick Herren,
Jordan Flower, Mason Shields, Joshua Stukel, City Counselor Cody McCloud Back Row: County Advisor Larry Andrews,
Brock Hanf, Michael Stanchik, B. Austin Harrell, Samuel File, Dominic Ferrara, Max Blanchard, Jacob Hardiman,

Jacob Veach, County Counselor Curtis Concannon

Spigarelli
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Front Row: Jason Gregory, Praveen Ramaswamy, Dominic Carver, Duncan Ensminger, Harrison Lamp, Cesar Saquic,
Matthew Hanson, Aaron Ewy Middle Row: County Advisor Larry Andrews, Blake Barto, Trey Basa, Tyler Newton, Ryan
May, Dayton Winter, Patrick Gillespie, Joshua Woolsey, City Counselor Nathan Miller

Back Row: Ben Strobel, Xavier Yardley Adams, Clayton Gubler, Thomas Eisenbarth, Isaac Baldwin, Nickolas Becker,
Clay Thomas, County Counselor Curtis Concannon
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Front Row: Jacob Martin, Daniel Mitchell, Rylan Laudan, Cameron Jones, Jonathan Daniels, Ryan Kelly, Justin Garrison,
Robert Egan Middle Row: County Advisor Bennett Radford, Counselor Mike Denney, Austin Wiley, Samuel Young, Sean
Seymore, Trevor Tyree, Christian Kingeter, Walter R. Cunningham Ill, Akram Laytimi, County Counselor Rory Pugh

Back Row: Counselor Aden Lindholm, Adam Urban, Grant Adams, Jordan Bosch, Payton Buckmaster, Jess Lewis,
Ryan Helus, Blake Bombardier, Andrew Schwartz, City Counselor Eli Jarnot

SS[IM

Front Row: Caleb Hecker, Trenton Stolte, Dylan Van Houtan, Lucas Elliott, Joe Waisner, Ryan O’Neal, Jackson Griffin,
Killian Willard Middle Row: County Advisor Bennett Radford, Counselor Mike Denney, Peter Gaulding, Kyle Hallinan,
Brodie Bowell, Dylan Goebel, Reed Troyer, KC J Bennett, Connor Mahan, County Counselor Rory Pugh

Back Row: Counselor Aden Lindholm, Malachi Cousin, Jared Kenton, Chad Olney, Sam Polifka, Scott LaMunyon, Jack M.
Longan, Dalton Graves, City Counselor Zachary Hendrickson
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Closin

Would you look at that!? These are just some of the life-long memories that you created over one week in the summer
of 2012 by attending the American Legion Boys State of Kansas Leadership Academy, which is pretty neat.

You arrived at Kansas State University on Sunday, June
3rd wondering what exactly to expect. Suddenly you were
thrust into a high-paced, cooperative, and very involved
program. The tasks of creating and maintaining a working
government were placed in your hands. Hopefully through
this program you were able to see exactly what kinds of
decisions our society is faced with.

Elected officials have the incredible tasks of creating
legislation to protect their constituents’ rights, while at the
same time maintaining financial and social stability. One
evident message of our program is that it is not easy to be
a leader. We hope that you not only found opportunities
for great success, but that you also faced the chore of
overcoming a sound defeat. It is in these instances where
a leader proves his worth, and you have undoubtedly
taken this message from The American Legion Boys State
of Kansas Leadership Academy.

So it is up to you, and you with the help of your peers, to
overcome the failures and struggles that life will present.
We believe Democracy is the most effective form of
government and is dependent on involvement. We are
taking for granted that you will certainly be involved,

but we challenge you not only to become involved but
also to become a leader, that extra step beyond simple
participation, within your communities.

Democracy is not limited to the realms of Topeka and
Washington.

Democracy exists in your homes, schools, congregations, and workplaces. There will be times in your life when you will
be faced with a situation that you do not agree with or that you feel is unfair to you or someone you know. As difficult
as it may seem, it is not only your right but your responsibility to use the knowledge and skills you gained from our
program to help yourself and your fellow citizens do the right thing.

No matter what you think about what has happened in the past, or even what is happening now, you have the
opportunity to change the future, and that is what is great about America. In a very short time, a couple hundred years’
worth of progress, will be handed to you. What will you do with it? Will you be content to stand still? Will you move
forward? The decision is up to you.

Serve your community and serve it well. We wish you the best of luck in your endeavors, and we hope that the
American Legion Boys State of Kansas Leadership Academy helped you along the way.

- The 2012 American Legion Boys State of Kansas Staff
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